Goleman, "has done more to unify conservative Mississippians than any amount of pseudoethnic homogeneity or regional patriotism that swelled during the sectional conflict and Civil War" (131). He earns this conclusion by devoting the first two of his six chapters to the politics of the 1850s and the secession crisis and the third to the war years, in each of which he points out divisions within the state that white Mississippians tried to resolve by stressing conflict with northerners. Goleman invokes group identity theory, and especially the works of social psychologists Henri Tajfel and John Turner, to present the vilification of northerners as the construction of an "other" that offered a basis for coherent state character. The Lost Cause transformed that identity by aligning former Confederates with white northerners as heirs to the American legacy of a heroic civil war, establishing African Americans as the principal "other" for a more profound and durable white Mississippi identity.
This structure sets Goleman on the unenviable task of surveying state political culture from 1850 to 1877 in his first five chapters, which total one hundred pages. He brings some style to the undertaking, beginning each chapter with the perspective of lawyer Greene Callier
Chandler, but the syntheses can be frustrating. The two chapters on the crucial turning point of Reconstruction, in which redeemers started "using blacks, rather than the North, as the outgroup" (106), are particularly unsatisfying at some points. Goleman describes the fundamental 
